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TERRA LANDSCAPE
Architectural Award

Ten vyears after the first TERRA Award,
the Terra  Landscape-Architectural
Award 2026 will celebrate outstanding
contemporary earthen architectures that
express a deep and meaningful connection
between architecture and landscape.

Organised as part of TERRA 2026 - the
World Congress on Earthen Architecture
(Al Ain, Abu Dhabi, 13-16 April 2026), the
award will recognise exemplary projects
from around the world that demonstrate
how earthen materials can shape our
relationship to the environment, culture,
and territory.

This new distinction seeks to honour all
those who contribute to the vitality of
earthen construction today:

the visionary clients who choose
earth as a building material, the
creative designers who engage
with context and landscape, and
the skilled artisans and builders
whose craftsmanship transforms
soil into architecture.

By showcasing these projects, the Terra
Landscape—Architectural Award aims to
promote earthen architecture as a living
practice — one that builds bridges between
tradition and innovation, nature and culture,
local identity and global challenges.

Band-i-Amir National Park by AFIR Architects,
winning project of the 2016 Terra Award
© Anne Feenstra
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Award Categories
L] Sue=0m

The Award will be divided into three
categories, cach reflecting a specific
approach to the relationship between
earthen architecture and landscape:

INTEGRATION INTO THE NATURAL SITE
Architectural design that adapts, but also
enhances and reveals the natural characte-
ristics of the site — such as topography, cli-
mate, vegetation, and available resources.

DIALOGUE WITH EXISTING CULTURAL
LANDSCAPE

Architectural design that continues and re-
news the local or regional architectural lan-
guage while meeting contemporary expec-
tations and social needs.

VALORISATION OF LOCAL RESOURCES
AND KNOW-HOW

Architectural design that makes effective
use of locally available resources — whether
material (earth, but also stone, fibres, etc.),
human (knowledge, craftsmanship, know-
how), or organizational (community-based
construction, local networks).

Each project is to be submitted to one
category only. The jury will select five
projects per category, for a total of fifteen
finalists, from which three winners — one
per category — will be designated.

ELIGIBILITY

« Buildings or groups of buildings intended
for habitation or public use (in the
broad sense) are eligible.

« Purelandscapeinterventions orartworks
without functional use are not eligible.

« Projects must have been completed
between 2015 and 2025.



Evaluation criteria
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WEIGHTING OF THE CRITERIA

The proposed projects will be evaluated
according to a common set of criteria, with
additional weighting given to those specific
to the chosen category.

The weighting of criteria is determined by
the category selected by the applicant:
e 40%: criteria related to the selected
category
e 20%: cross-cutting criteria
e 40%: criteria related the two
remaining categories (20% each)

Total score: 100.

CROSS CUTTING CRITERIA

« Protection of earthen materials
through through specific protective
elements

- Stabilisation using natural or industrial
products (binders, biopolymers, etc.)

- Anticipation of regular maintenance
needs

- How the projects respond to the locally
specific environmental, social, cultural,
economic, and governance key issues
and concerns.

Windhover contemplative center by Joshua
Aidlin, winning project of the 2016 Terra Award
© Matthew Millman
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Evaluation criteria
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MAIN CRITERIA

POSSIBLE ARGUMENTS

Project implantation and orientation

«  How does the building fit into the terrain
(following the topography, grading, and
adaptation to slope)?

« What is the logic of orientation (sun
exposure, prevailing winds and rains,
natural shading)?

« How does the project preserve or
enhance existing natural features?

Materiality and visual integration

«  Which materials are chosen, and how do
they reflect the natural or local context?

« What narrative of the landscape does
the project construct (memory, identity,
temporality)?

« Does the project aim to blend into,
reveal, or contrast with the landscape?
(conceptual intention)

Ecology of the project

« What bioclimatic  strategies are
implemented (natural lighting,
ventilation, thermal mass)?

«  How rainwater is managed (infiltration,
recovery, planting)?

« Does the project promote biodiversity
(green roofs, ecological corridors)?

«  Which passive systems or local materials
minimize the environmental impact?

EXAMPLES OF DOCUMENTS SUPPORTING

THE JUSTIFICATION

« Location plan and detailed topographic
section

« Site layout and solar orientation diagram

« Axonometric drawing showing the
relationship to the terrain

- Etc..

DIALOGUE WITH EXISTING CULTURAL
LANDSCAPE

POSSIBLE ARGUMENTS

Relation to the existing built environment
« How does the project fit within the
existing  morphology  (alignments,
volumes, rhythms, colours, visual axes)?

« What relationships of scale and
proportion are established with the
surrounding buildings?

+ Howdoesthe projectadopt, reinterprets,
or reinvents the codes of traditional
architecture (materials, roofs, openings,
structural or protecting details)?

Symbolic and narrative value of the

project

« What story or cultural narrative does the
project keeps alive?

+ How does the project enhance the site’s
identity and its values (memory, rituals,
intangible heritage)?

« What place is given to collective memory
and the transmission of the site’s
meaning?

Materiality, craftsmanship, and social

continuity

«  Which local or traditional materials /
techniques, building principles are used?

« How are artisanal techniques or



vernacular ~ construction methods
integrated, revisited, or enhanced?

+ How does the project accommodate
existing social and cultural practices
(mutual aid, festivals, markets,
gatherings, pathways)?

EXAMPLES OF DOCUMENTS SUPPORTING

THE JUSTIFICATION

« Rural, Urban and heritage analysis
(maps, photos, diagrams)

- Site plan / section(s) showing
relationships with existing buildings and
public spaces

« Comparative sections and elevations
(old/new)

- Etc..

VALORISATION OF LOCAL RESOURCES
AND KNOW-HOW

POSSIBLE ARGUMENTS

Choice and origin of materials

«  What is the geographical origin of the
main construction materials (distance,
short supply chains, local extraction)?

+  What selection criteria guided these
choices (availability, carbon footprint,
reuse, durability)?

+ Are there partnerships with local
producers or craftsmen-craftswomen?

Reuse, recycling, and circular economy

+ Does the project include reused or
recycled materials from the site or
surrounding area?

« Is there a strategy for managing and
reusing construction waste?

« Are existing elements (buildings,
soils, vegetation) reused, restored, or
transformed?

Local knowledge and know-how

« Which  local actors  (craftsmen,
companies, engineers, and cooperatives)
are involved in the design and
construction process?

+ How does the project promote local
skills or contribute to their transmission?

« Are training programs or collaborations
planned to develop new local
construction practices?

+ How does the project strengthen the
economic resilience of the territory?
Energy, water, and local

management

+ How does the project optimize local
energy resources (production, storage,
distribution)?

« What water management strategies are
implemented (local collection, recovery,
infiltration)?

« Does the project contribute to a local
economy of flows (materials, energy,
waste, mobility)?

resources

EXAMPLES OF DOCUMENTS SUPPORTING

THE JUSTIFICATION

« Table of material origin (type, source,
distance, transport mode)

« Map of local production chains or short-
circuit diagram

« Technical sheets for local materials and
artisans

+ Life-cycle or circular economy diagrams

- Etc..



Submission Process
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Official language of the entire submission
process and all documents: English

KEY DATES

+ Deadline for entries: January 25, 2026
« Announcement of finalists: February-
March 2026

Finalists will be contacted subsequently
to provide the documentation required
for publication

LIST OF REQUIRED APPLICATION
DOCUMENTS AND FILES

« Completed online application form
« Poster file (PDF format)

Category 1

DOWNLOAD THE POSTER TEMPLATE

LINK TO THE APPLICATION FORM

Category 2

DOWNLOAD THE POSTER TEMPLATE

LINK TO THE APPLICATION FORM

Category 3

Camthanh Community House by Hoang Thuc
Hao, Pham Duc Trung, Nguyen Thi Minh Thuy,
Le Dinh Hung, Vu Xuan Son, winning project of

the 2016 Terra Award © Vu Xuan Son



https://sharedocs.huma-num.fr/wl/?id=h2u3j069Jg945ibczps2FL4ibFmevDyd
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIzjTEGyGnzJ2u85NApPSAqrBmUsn3LkoEkWU1ZlNdVNLKig/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://sharedocs.huma-num.fr/wl/?id=zT7Z3peLBiugDYvnQ6sj0alnVGAlpWlI
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHcG8evNbj3pD68JYW2-GlIviaqteB5h1DqMIi3wHUoSzLoA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://sharedocs.huma-num.fr/wl/?id=WUWSC1YBWwHsGtUCzTEiobLjnTLUjE5q
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9Iyr1eQt3k1Mitx87E2uCOhmFkGKrHRrv3xhPp3h2r2lt5w/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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